






































Education would have the following available to them: - » Training modules for required courses. — « Workshops
on assessments, health promotion, family engagement strategies and other topics. — » One-on-one coaching by
coaches who have received a 12 hr. online certification. — « Scholarships to provide access fo educational
opportunities. — « Substitute teaching staff to provide time to padicipate in professional development activities. - «
Support in developing portfolios and other requirements in SUTQ. — The Slate's responses to a number of the
selection criterion indicated Nebraska was partially or minimally in the process of implementing activities that
addressed the criterion. In addition, the State's responses sometimes lacked specificity because of being in the
early stages of developing an initiative. For example, strategies would be “to hold high level policy discussion
meetings 1o identify ..... “. Since specific strategles to meet the criterlon had not been developed, the strategies
for implementation were broad-based insiead of clearly ldentifying a plan of action to implement an initiative that
would address the criterion.
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Nepraska documented in the narrative and tables in Section A their commilment to early leaming and
development programs over time. The have developed a unique strategy of including the counting of four year »
i olds in the school equalization funding formula. They are now in the process of designing a implementing the !
. components of an early childhood system. The most devetoped components are their Early Leaming Guidelines !
. an Early Childhood Assessment syslem and their Professicnal Development system. The strategic investments ;
they will make in developing thelr SUTQ tiered quality rating and improvement system with program standards 1
aligned to the Early Leaming Guidelines and the assessment systems will have a posiliva impact on improving

the quality of their programs. They understand the imperiance of highly qualified educators as a means of i
improving programs and outcomes for children. Expanding the proven coaching model and working with the |
universities to align coursework to the program standards, assessment systems, early leamning guidelines and 1
the core competency will improve practice. Other higher education strategies will increase the number of eary }
educators having access 10 degree programs. The creation of the eary childhood data system will enable them to !
target their improvements and focus on children with high needs. Their reform agenda is a legical set of strategies }
that build on their current efforts. |
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